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A DEMONSTRATION ROOM 

By ANNA R. BLOOMFIELD, R.N. 

Syracuse, N. Y. 

For many months, we had talked and talked and talked again of a 
demonstration room. We fully realized the importance as well as the 
necessity of having one, but where to have it was the question. Pos- 
sibly others may have done as we did, for a time, and have depended 
on rinding a vacant room and using a willing or an unwilling proba- 
tioner as a subject; if so, you will understand what it meant for a very 
busy person to be obliged to gather together the various things and ar- 
range them each time as needed for demonstrations. We finally de- 
cided we must have a room that could be used exclusively for such 
purposes. 

On the third floor of the hospital, over the Children's department, 
was a room that at one time had been used for developing pictures, but 
had later been used as a store room. How we had the courage even 
to think of it as a demonstration room, such a hopeless proposition as 
it appeared, I cannot now imagine, but having a superintendent with 
a wonderful amount of courage, which was much needed, we set bravely 
to work. Were I to write " The Evolution of a Store Room" it certainly 
would apply to this, except that it did not develop by slow stages, 
the change was so rapid we scarcely realized when the store room 
ceased to exist and the demonstration room began. I am sorry I cannot 
show pictures of " Before and After." I am sure they would prove 
interesting. However, to describe it, the room being under the roof — 
slopes on one side, it is unceiled, the rough beams being very much in 
evidence. The skylight proved to be a very good asset, but the dark 
room was quickly torn out, leaving the small sink which with the addi- 
tion of new nickel faucets looks very presentable. Shelves were built 
along one side and then the entire room was whitewashed. Fortunately 
there was a fairly good floor and a radiator. 

The room completed, we made a list of what we thought necessary 
articles but we find from time to time additional things suggest them- 
selves as we go on with the work. However we have what is really a 
comfortable and convenient workroom. 

I will give in detail a list of the furnishings and equipment needed for 
work: 

Two beds, one full size, on which reposes our " Chase Hospital Doll;" 
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a child's crib, in which we hope soon to have a "Baby Chase Doll;" 
a large work table; small, oblong, enamel, glass-covered table; steamer 
chair and 2 straight chairs; bed cradles, poles for douche can, back rest, 
electric plate, trays for glasses, large mixing spoon, sauce pan, table and 
tea spoons, egg beater, glasses and medicine glasses, drinking tubes, 
bottle brush, urinal brushes, large and small funnels, asbestos mats, 
bath basins, dusting basins, solution bowls of various sizes, kidney 
basins, instrument trays, dressing tray set up; catheter tray set up; 
hypodermic tray set up; thermometer tray set up; soap dish, tooth 
mug, foot bath, cotton jars, drop light, whisk broom, bread board, scrap 
basket; two pails for ice coil; douche and enema cans, douche pan, bed 
pan, urinal, hot water bags, ice bags, bedding of all kinds, bath blan- 
kets, towels, wash cloths, leggings, perineal straps, sterile towels, 
T-binders, restraining jackets, sultetus, restraining bandages (padded), 
4-tailed binders with opening for ice cap for chest, covers for ice caps, 
covers for hot water bags, bath and dairy thermometers, hood for 
out-of-door treatment; sand bags, rubber sheets, dressing rubbers, 
stupes and stupe wringer, solution flasks, tooth picks, cupping outfit. 

We keep in stock: mustard, flour, flax seed, talcum powder, salt, 
boric acid, alcohol, back wash, bichloride, shampoo, green soap, iodine, 
blanket tablets. 

We have not many instruments, so at various times we send a few 
extra ones up for special demonstration. A Murphy-drip apparatus, 
intravenous set, hypodermoclysis set, we have not as yet in the room; 
those we also send up as needed. Otherwise we manage very well and 
as there is a bath-room on the same floor, it aids greatly in giving 
packs, etc. 

While our room is not at all ideal, it is in itself a good practical 
demonstration of what can be done with an apparently hopeless propo- 
sition. I have given this brief outline by request. Perhaps others who 
are in small hospitals and are placed as we were, may have a room 
stored away which looks as ours did; if so, I would say that it is well 
worth the effort to fit it up. Its real comfort and pleasure I cannot 
describe, but we felt as if we would like to live in our room. The labor 
was only for a short time, the expense could easily be covered by 
$100, and while this room of ours may not be a "Thing of Beauty" it 
certainly is a "Joy Forever." 



